[image: image1.jpg]




$116,920.00 sent from CHIF
$77,021.00 spent within Vietnam
6 projects completed
2004 Highlights

· Continued sponsorship of GoVap and Tam Binh orphanages in Ho Chi Minh City, providing physical therapy equipment and nutritious food for the children

· Began sponsorship of Kien Giang orphanage, providing primarily milk and formula for the infants

· Purchased 100 beds for the children in the HIV center
· Committed to providing lunches for one year to the handicapped children’s center


According to UNICEF, almost 2,000 infants worldwide become HIV–positive every day.  They acquire the virus either during their mother’s pregnancy, birth or through breastfeeding.  The situation in Vietnam is equally severe.  In Ho Chi Minh City, as the problem escalated the government built the Tam Binh #2 orphanage specifically for HIV positive children.  Here they can receive proper medication and care from staff specifically trained to work with HIV positive orphans. 

Many of the children who test positive at birth, with proper attention and medication, later retest negative and lead very healthy lives.  Other children however, continue to test positive for HIV and even develop AIDS.  These children desperately needed medication and Tam Binh #2 had a hard time finding the funds to pay for all this medication.  As a result, children were paying the price with their suffering.  With adoptions on hold in Vietnam since January of 2003, orphanages have become overcrowded.  Orphanages depended on funds  from adoption fees to finance daily operations and so are now coming up short.  

In August of 2004, CHIF began a sponsorship program, which provides all the medication needed to treat children who are HIV positive at the Tam Binh #2 orphanage.  Families can sponsor a Vietnamese child for a total of $240.  This amount ensures that their child will receive necessary medication for an entire year.   In less than six months, thanks to all our wonderful CHI families, we have managed to sponsor every child in the Tam Binh #2 orphanage – all 80 of them! 

The orphanage director was so grateful to hear of this generous support.  He expresses his thanks to everyone involved.  In addition, CHIF provided brand new beds for 100 children in that orphanage (pictured at right).
This early intervention for babies with HIV can make an enormous difference in their quality of life.  CHIF is exploring ways to implement projects like this in other countries in 2005. We will continue to make every effort to meet the needs of all these children at Tam Binh #2 orphanage.  
